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From the President 

Welcome to our Annual Meeting!  
 

 

ITS Georgia members, welcome to our 2009 Annual Conference at Brasstown Valley 

Resort! Thanks for once again giving to this event your time, your talent, and your 

passion for ITS innovation. The City of Young Harris, Georgia offers a diverse range of 

natural beauty and is the perfect setting to educate and network with our ITS stake-

holders. Your presence here, even in these tough economic times, speaks volumes 

about your continuing commitment to improve the efficiency and safety of Georgia's 

transportation system. 

 

This year's technical sessions all share a theme: òITS - Green In Every Way.ó As you 

attend each session, think about your understanding of the word ògreen.ó A few 

ideas spring to my mind: environmental stewardship, fiscal responsibility, and 

maybe most important of all, green means GO! 

  

So while you are enjoying yourself at this year's conference, think green! Here are 

some questions for discussion:  

  

1. How are today's ITS advances paving the way for a cleaner Earth tomorrow? 

2. How do ITS solutions make good financial sense amid today's budget shortfalls? 

3. What lessons have we learned in the past year to win the War on Traffic and take 

a more ògreen-lightó approach to congestion mitigation?  

  

My sincere gratitude to our public and private sector organizations along with our 

consultants, contractors, exhibitors, vendors and academic institutions for their  

dedication, commitment, and financial support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Anthony Bradford  

 President  
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 Kimley-Horn & Associates 
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 RuggedCom 

 Utilicom 

 

SilverSilver  
 

 Cambridge Systematics 
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 Siemens 
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Exhibitors 

1. TCS 

2. TELEGRA-INC 

3. ACTIVU CORP. 

4. MG SQUARED  

SYSTEMS 

5. DAKTRONICS 

6. COHU 

7. STREET SMARTS 

8. AMERICAN SIGNAL 

9. FORTRAN 

10. RUGGEDCOM 

11. IMAGO 

12. SATCO 

13. SENSYS NETWORKS 

14. GE  SECURITY/IFS 

15. CONTROL   

TECHNOLOGY 

16. CORNING 

17.  COMNET 

18.  CORETEC 

19. GARRETTCOM 

20. TEMPLE 

21. UTILICOM 

22. IBI 

Please visit our Exhibitors! 
 

Sunday, October 4: 3:00ñ6:30 pm 

Monday, October 5:  7:30 amñ6:30 pm 

Tuesday, October 6: 7:30ñ11:00 am 





Distinguished Speakers 

Vance C. Smith, Jr.,  Commissioner, 

Georgia Department of Transportation  
 

Vance Smith was elected to the Georgia House of Representatives in 1993 and 

continuously served the 129th District, which includes Troup, Harris and Muscogee 

counties, until his election as GDOT Commissioner.  He was Chairman of the House 

Transportation Committee from 2004-2009 and also served as a member of the 

Appropriations, Economic Development & Tourism, and Rules committees. In 2006 

and 2007, he served as a floor leader for Governor Sonny Perdue. He co-chaired 

the General Assemblyõs 2007 Joint Study Committee on Transportation Funding. 

Nationally, Smith has held posts with the Council of State Governments, the  

National Conference of State Legislatures, the Southern Legislative Conference and the American Legisla-

tive Exchange Council.     

 

Smith is a graduate of Columbus State University with a degree in economics. In addition to his public ser-

vice career, he managed a family-owned construction and earth moving business. A Georgia native, Smith 

was born in Columbus, but spent most of his life in Pine Mountain, where he currently resides with his wife 

of 35 years, Michele.    

 

 

Paul Feenstra, Vice President of Government Affairs, ITS America 
 

Paul A. Feenstra joined ITS America in June 2008 as Vice President of Government 

Relations. He previously served as the Director of Governmental, International and 

Public Affairs at the Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA), U.S. 

Department of Transportation. He also served as an advisor to U.S. Transportation 

Secretary Mary E. Peters on surface transportation policy and strategy. 

  

In addition to his work providing political leadership at RITA, the agency responsible 

for coordinating the U.S. Department of Transportationõs $1 billion in research and 

technology programs, Feenstra also provided agency leadership on legislative devel-

opment and policy planning activities, including surface transportation and aviation 

reauthorization and the Congressional appropriations process. He has also served as the Communications 

Director for U.S. Congressman John Peterson of Pennsylvaniaõs 5th District and Deputy Press Secretary for 

U.S. Senator Rick Santorum. 

  

Paul holds a Master of Arts degree in International Commerce and Policy from George Mason University and 

a Bachelor of Arts degree in Finance and Business Management from Pennsylvania State University. 





Gerald M. Ross, Deputy Commissioner & Chief Engineer, 

Georgia Department of Transportation 
 

Gerald Ross has spent his career serving Georgia D.O.T. As Chief Engineer, he 

is responsible for the Divisions of Planning, Data & Intermodal Development, 

Pre-construction,  Construction and Operations. Earlier this year he served as 

interim Commissioner for four months. Commissioner Vance Smith has also 

appointed Ross to serve as Deputy Commissioner. 

 

Ross began his career in the Office of Traffic Operations. From there he went 

to work in the Office of Urban Design, where he was ultimately promoted to Assistant State Urban Engineer 

in 1998. He became Assistant to the Chief Engineer in 1999.  Some of the major projects he produced are:  

I-75/I -95/I -85 rural interstates (statewide), Kennedy Interchange in Cobb County, I-285 (top end 5th lane), 

Lithonia Industrial Boulevard and I-20 in DeKalb County, South Fulton Parkway, I-85 @ SR316 in Gwinnett 

County, and Harry S. Truman Parkway in Chatham County. 

 

In 2002 Ross was selected for the position of State Road and Airport Design Engineer. In that capacity, he 

designed highway project improvements in all areas of the State of Georgia. Ross was appointed Division 

Director of Planning, Data and Intermodal Development in 2005. He officially assumed the duties of Chief 

Engineer in September, 2007. 

 

Ross completed the AASHTO-sponsored National Transportation Leadership Program at Indiana University/

Purdue University in Indianapolis. He served on the AASHTO Sub-Committee on Design and on the AASHTO 

Standing Committee on Planning. 

 

An Atlanta native, Ross earned a degree in Civil Engineering from Tennessee Tech University in 1982. He is 

a Registered Professional Engineer in Georgia.  

 

 

Todd Long, Director of Planning,  

Georgia Department of Transportation 
 
Todd Long began his career with GDOT in 1990 in its extensive training pro-

gram, then served in the Office of Planning. In 1996 Long became District One 

Traffic Engineer in Gainesville. He later served as District Preconstruction Engi-

neer, Assistant District Engineer, and then District Engineer. Long returned to 

DOT headquarters in Atlanta in 2005, where he served as Director of Admini-

stration and Director of Preconstruction. In this position he oversaw the delivery 

of the Departmentõs multi-billion dollar construction work program.   

 

In 2008, Long became Director of Business Operations for the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority 

(GRTA), where he directed all of the engineering and information technology activities for the organization. 

This year, he was selected by Governor Perdue to return to GDOT as Director of Planning, a critical role man-

dated by the passage of Senate Bill 200. He is responsible for a variety of reporting and planning activities, 

including directing the full planning team at DOT and coordinating with external transportation organiza-

tions across the state. 

 

A native of Hinesville, Long attended Georgia Tech, earning an undergraduate degree in Civil Engineering in 

1989 and a Masters of Civil Engineering in 1990. He was certified as a Professional Engineer in 1994, and 

as a Professional Traffic Operations Engineer in 2002. He is an active member of the Institute of Transporta-

tion Engineers, and served as President of the Georgia Section in 2004. Long and his wife, Kelli, are the 

proud parents of three boys and one daughter, and reside in Lilburn. 

 

Distinguished Speakers 





Noon  Golf (all activities are on your own) 

  Spa Open 12-5 pm  

  Horseback Riding 

 

PM 3:00 Registration (until 6:30 pm) Business Center 

  Exhibits Open Exhibitorsõ Row 

 

 4:00 Hotel Registration (until 11 pm) Front Desk 

 

 6:30 Opening Dinner (Buffet) Sunset Pavilion 

 

 8:30 Glow Golf Sunset Pavilion 

  Join us for 5 holes of golf in the dark! Get a glow-in-the-dark ball and club, 

and get to play for some great prizes and tons of fun! 

 

 

Sunday, October 4 


